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An icon in the world of designer jewellery and 

known for his quintessential eccentricity and 

sharp sense of humour, Theo Fennell takes us on 

a journey of ups and downs (but mostly downs) 

in his early reminiscences, I Fear for This Boy.  

 

The book is named after the single comment on 

his final school report, following an unexpectedly 

premature departure. I Fear for This Boy, is a collection of hilarious and 

oftentimes beyond-belief stories of Theo Fennell’s bumpy road to success. 

  

 From the depths of financial despair to the glittering celebrity world of the 

rich and famous, I Fear for This Boy is a comic classic. It is apparent in this 

behind-the-scenes insight that disasters and failures bedevilled him and his 

business, as they do many others but they are rarely described with such 

panache and honesty. 

 

 From the heart-breaking split-up of his one-man band to unwittingly 

finding himself live on stage at the Royal Albert Hall, to an impromptu 

jewellery catwalk show on a booze-fuelled British Caledonian flight to 

Texas, Theo’s stories will leave you gasping, cringing, and laughing out 

loud along with him.   
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Theo Fennell 

Fennell was born in Moascar, Egypt, where British soldiers 

were garrisoned along the Suez Canal. The son of an army 

family, he spent his early years all over the world. He was sent 

to boarding school at five, then to Eton, York College of Art, 

followed by the Byam Shaw School of Art. He lives in London 

with his wife, Louise, an author. The couple have two 

daughters, Emerald, a writer, actor and director, and Coco, a 

fashion designer. 

 

 

 
 

Contents 
1. I Am the Music Man - In which Theo considers a career in music 

2. I’m a One-Man Band - He discovers even a one-man-band can split up. 

3. I Write the Songs - He finds that writing a hit is not as easy as it looks. 

4. Live at the Albert Hall - He reaches an accidental showbiz pinnacle. 

5. Dog Burglars - He gets a lesson in tight security. 

6.Two for Texas - Cowboys and indigents. 

7.  The Old Warsaw French Restaurant - Early Texan food-fusion. 

8. The Force Was Against Me - He snatches disaster from the jaws of success. 

9. Wedding Bills - His honeymoon is no honeymoon. 

10. California Here I Come - He becomes a clothes mule. 

11. Too Many Cook - A single cook can spoil the broth. 

12. Delivery Man - An unusual tour of the homes of the stars. 

13. Blind Peruvians - In which he misreads his audience. 

14. Breakfast at Tiffany’s - Not the perfect presentation. 

15. An Old Estonian - A liberated woman can liberate a nation. 

16. Limo Life - A stretch too far. 

17. Water Features - In which he crashes at his friend’s place. 

18. Diamonds Are Usually Forever - Another poor presentation. 

19. Down to Earth - He almost learns to fly. 

20. Put to the Sword - He gets into a sword fight. 

21. Spring Cleaning - He discovers there are no Good Samaritans. 

22. Willie and the Quite Big Apple - An Englishman in New York. 

23. Not Working Out - His work-out doesn’t work out.  
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